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PROFILE 

Purpose/Authority 
The Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists was created by Act 2002-257, Acts of Alabama.  
The board examines and licenses qualified persons to administer prosthetic and orthotic 
care in accredited facilities. The Code of Alabama 1975, Sections 34-25A-1 through 34-
25A-14 provides the statutory authority for the board’s operations. 

BOARD CHARACTERISTICS

Members 11  
 

Term No more than two, 4-year terms. 
 

Selection (4) members are appointed by the Governor,  
(3) members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor,  
(3) members appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives,  
(1) member appointed by the President Pro-tem of the 

Senate. 
 

Qualifications (6) licensed (or license eligible) prosthetists, 
orthotists, or prosthetist/orthotists who are 
members of the Alabama Prosthetic and 
Orthotic Association,  

(1) representative of the National Orthotics 
Manufacturers Association,  
(1) podiatrist,  
(1) licensed chiropractor,  
(1) Alabama licensed physician,  
(1) private citizen who is a consumer of orthotic or 

prosthetic services. 
 

Racial Representation No statutory requirement. 
One (1) minority member. 
 

Geographical Representation Board membership shall reflect the geographic 
diversity of the state. 
 

Consumer Representation One required. None appointed. 
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Other Representation The membership of the board shall be inclusive and 
reflect the racial, gender, geographic, urban/rural, and 
economical diversity of the state. 
 

Compensation $100.00 per day for performing board business. Board 
members receive travel expense reimbursement at the 
same rate as state employees. 
 

OPERATIONS
 

Administrator Jeff Miller, Executive Director 
Contracted by the board 
 

Location 400 South Union Street, Suite 395 
Montgomery, AL 36104 
 

Type of License Licenses issued as of April 4, 2005: 
Assistants 22 
Registered Suppliers 11 
Orthotists 53 
Prosthetists 20 
Prosthetists/ Orthotists 53 
Accredited Facilities 10 

  

Renewal All licenses, registrations, and accreditations expire on 
December 31. The board allows a 30 day grace period 
for renewal, after which there is a late renewal penalty 
of $100 per month, or part thereof, not exceeding three 
months. 
 

Examinations Successful completion of either;  
• The American Board for Certification in 

Orthotics and Prosthetics, Inc. (ABC) 
examination or  

• the Board for Orthotist/Prosthetist Certification 
(BOC) examination  
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Continuing Education 

License 

Annual 
CE Hours 
Required 

Orthotists 15 
Prosthetists 15 
Prosthetists/ Orthotists 20 

  

Reciprocity Granted to applicants who hold a current license from 
another state or territory of the United States without 
examination, if the board determines that the 
credentialing standards of the other state or territory are 
substantially equivalent to the standards set by the 
board for Alabama.  
 

Employees None. 
 

Legal Counsel Attorney General’s Office 
 

Subpoena Power None. 
 

Internet Presence 
 

None 
 

Attended Board Member 
Training 

Two board members  

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Source of Funds Licensing fees 

 

State Treasury Yes 
 

Unused Funds Retains unexpended funds. 
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SIGNIFICANT ITEMS 

1. Fees charged by the board are not within the limits prescribed by law – The 
Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 names and sets limits on fees that can be 
charged for licensure of orthotists and prosthetists and their assistants, registration of 
orthotic suppliers, and accreditation of facilities.  When fees are so named within the 
law, the board is prevented from charging additional fees or fees that differ from the 
amounts prescribed by law.   

The following fees charged by the board are not within statutory limits: 

Fees for Assistants 
• Assistants renewal application process fee (charged at each renewal)- The Code 

of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 names an application fee (singular) that can 
be charged to assistants and caps it at $250.  Statutes describe fees that can be 
charged year to year as “per term” fees.  Application fees are not so described.  
Consequently, an application fee is not a “per term” fee and can be charged only 
upon initial application for license.  By adopting a license renewal form which 
charges an additional application process fee at each renewal of license, the board 
has exceeded its statutory authority. 

 
Fees for Orthotic Suppliers 

• Supplier application fee (charged at each renewal) – The Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-12 names an application fee (singular) that can be charged to 
those registering as orthotic suppliers and caps it at $150.  Statutes describe fees 
that can be charged year each year as “per term” fees.  Application fees are not so 
described.  Consequently, an application fee is not a “per term” fee and can be 
charged only upon initial application for registration.  By adopting a license 
renewal form which charges an additional application process fee at each renewal 
of registration, the board has exceeded its statutory authority. 

• Supplier late renewal fee – The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 
provides for registration fees (plural) not to exceed $350.  By this authority, the 
board could establish a registration fee and an additional late registration renewal 
fee, so long as the total of the registration fee and the late renewal fee do not 
exceed $350.  However, the board has adopted administrative rule 740-x-2-.03, 
which sets the registration fee at the statutory maximum of $350, leaving no 
authority to charge any additional registration fee.  Since there is no separate 
authority in the law to charge a late registration fee, the board has exceeded its 
statutory authority by adopting administrative rule 740-x-2-.03 which provides for 
an additional registration fee consisting of a late renewal fee of up to $300, which 
if charged, would exceed the statutory limit by $300. 

 
Fees for Prosthetists and Orthotists 

• Prosthetists and orthotists application fee (charged at each renewal)– The Code 
of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 names an application fee (singular) that can 
be charged to prosthetists or orthotists or prosthetist/orthotists and caps it at $250.  
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Statutes describe fees that can be charged year to year as “per term” fees.  
Application fees are not so described.  Consequently, an application fee is not a 
“per term” fee and can be charged only upon initial application for license.  By 
adopting a license renewal form, which charges an additional application process 
fee at each renewal of license, the board has exceeded its statutory authority. 

• Prosthetists and orthotists dual discipline license fee – The Code of Alabama 
1975, Section 34-25A-12 provides for a license fee (singular) not to exceed $950 
per discipline per term of license.  This language requires the board to set one fee 
per discipline and to charge it in all circumstances.  By adopting its administrative 
rule 740-x-2-.03, which provides for a fee of $500 for a person licensed in a 
single discipline and $800 ($400 per discipline) for a person licensed in both 
disciplines, the board has exceeded its statutory authority by charging a different 
fee per discipline to those who are licensed in both disciplines. 

• Prosthetists and orthotists late license renewal fee - The Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-12 provides for a license fee (singular) not to exceed $950 per 
discipline per term of license.  This language requires the board to set one fee per 
discipline and to apply it in all circumstances.  The board has adopted 
administrative rule 740-x-2-.03, setting the fee at $500 per discipline.  The rule 
also provides for an additional a late license renewal fee of $100 per month not to 
exceed $300.  Since there is no authority to add a late renewal fee as an additional 
license fee and there is no separate authority in the law for late license renewal 
fee, the board has acted beyond its statutory authority by charging a late renewal 
fee. 

 
Fees for Accreditation of Facilities 

• Accreditation renewal application fee (charged at each renewal) – The Code of 
Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 provides for an accreditation application fee 
(singular) of not more than $350 per facility.    Statutes describe fees that can be 
charged year to year as “per term” fees.  Application fees are not so described.  
Consequently, an application fee is not a “per term” fee and can be charged only 
upon initial application for accreditation.  By adopting a license renewal form, 
which charges an additional application process fee at each renewal of 
accreditation, the board has exceeded its statutory authority. 

• Accreditation late renewal fee – The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 
provides for an accreditation fee (singular) not to exceed $950 per term for each 
accredited facility.  This language authorizes the board to set one accreditation fee 
to be applied in all circumstances.  The board has adopted administrative rule 
740-x-6-.03, setting the fee at $250.  The rule also sets a late accreditation 
renewal fee of $100 per month not to exceed $300 in its administrative rule.  
Since there is no authority in the law to add a late renewal fee as an additional 
license fee and there is no separate authority in the law for late accreditation 
renewal fee, the board has acted beyond its statutory authority by charging a late 
renewal fee. 

2. The staggering scheme for appointment of members of the Board does not 
conform to the law. No consumer member has been appointed – The Code of 
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Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-9(a) requires that initial appointments to board be 
staggered such that two members are appointed for one year, and three members are 
appointed for three years. Contrary to the requirements of law, initial appointments to 
the board include six (rather than three) members appointed to terms of three years 
and none (rather than two) members appointed to terms of one year. The Attorney 
General opined to the Board of Chiropractic Examiners (95-169) that the staggering 
scheme for appointment of board members embodied in the law must be adhered to. 

Also, no consumer member has been appointed.  Section 34-25A-8 provides that one 
member shall be a private citizen who is a consumer of orthotic or prosthetic services 
in Alabama. 

3. The practice of pedorthics appears to fall within the board’s regulatory 
jurisdiction.  Though not specifically exempted by law (Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-5(h)), the practice of pedorthics is not being regulated or licensed 
by board – The practice of pedorthics is generally understood to mean working with 
patients and their footwear to achieve conformity with a doctor's prescription for 
footwear as part of the patient's treatment.  Pedorthics is defined as the design, 
manufacture, modification and/or fit of footwear, including shoes, orthoses and foot 
devices, to prevent or alleviate foot problems caused by disease, congenital defect, 
overuse or injury. 1  
The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-3(7) defines orthotics as: 

The science and practice of evaluating, measuring, designing, fabricating, 
assembling, fitting, adjusting, or servicing, as well as providing the initial 
training necessary to accomplish the fitting of, an orthosis for the support, 
correction, or alleviation of neuromuscular or musculoskeletal dysfunction, 
disease, injury, or deformity.  The practice of orthotics encompasses 
evaluations and consultation and continuing care, with basic observational gait 
and posture analysis.  Orthotists assess the need for and measure, design, 
manufacture, and fit orthoses to maximize function and provide not only the 
support but the alignment necessary to either prevent or correct deformity or 
to improve the safety and efficiency of mobility or locomotion, or both.  
Orthotic practice includes periodic evaluation and consultation to assess its 
effect on the patient's tissue and assure proper fit and function of the orthotic 
device.  

Pedorthics appears to be a specialty of orthotics.  Orthotics is a board licensed and 
regulated practice.  Legislation to specifically include pedorthics within the 
regulatory jurisdiction of the board was introduced in the 2005 legislative session 
(see item 7). 

                                                 
1 Board for Certification in Pedorthics (BCP), an independent certification body that sets pedorthic 
standards. (www.cpeds.org). 
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4. Continuing education rules established by the board do not require licensees to 
meet annual requirements mandated in the law – The Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-7(1) requires that the board establish and publish continuing 
education requirements such that a single-discipline licensee is required to complete 
15 hours of continuing education and a dual-disciplined licensee is required to 
complete 20 hours of continuing education in each year of a license renewal period. 
The board by administrative rule 746-X-2-.07 requires completion of two hours of 
continuing education annually and an aggregate of 75 hours for single-discipline 
licensees and 100 hours for dual discipline licensees in each five-year period. 

5. The board does not yet have procedures in place to ensure that accredited 
facilities meet the requirements of a nationally recognized certifying board in 
orthotics and prosthetics. –The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-3(1) 
requires that orthotic and prosthetic facilities meet the requirements of a nationally 
recognized certifying board in prosthetics and orthotics and by July 2004, to become 
accredited by the Alabama Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists. The board 
promulgated administrative rule 746-X-6 to establish standards for accreditation of 
facilities. However the application and accreditation processes do not include 
production of documents showing that the required standards were achieved, and the 
board does not conduct facility inspection as part of the accreditation process. 
Prosthetic or orthotic facilities are not required to be nationally certified but must 
meet the requirements for certification. 

6. Uniform Disciplinary Act – The Code of Alabama 1975, 34-25A-7(3) requires that 
proceedings for the denial or revocation of licensure based upon findings of 
unprofessional conduct or impairment shall be governed by the Uniform Disciplinary 
Act.  Alabama does not have a uniform disciplinary act. 

7. Proposed Legislation – House Bill 48 and Senate Bill 230 were introduced during 
the 2005 regular legislative session. As introduced, the bills sought to: 

i) Subject pedorthists to the regulation and licensure requirements of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, 34-25A-1 et seq. 

ii) Remove the chiropractor and the representative of the National Orthotics 
Manufacturers Association from the board membership. 

iii) Increase from six to seven the number of the Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic 
Association members on the board.  

Neither of the bills was enacted into law by the end of the legislative session. House 
Bill 48, favorably voted out of committee, is included in the appendices. 

STATUS OF PRIOR FINDINGS    
There are no unresolved prior findings.  
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ORGANIZATION 

Board of Prosthetists & Ortho
0 Members)1

tists 
(1

Executive Director 

 
1 The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-8 provides that the board shall be 
composed of 11 members, one of whom shall be a consumer of orthotic or prosthetic 
services in Alabama.  A consumer member has not been appointed to the board. 

PERSONNEL 

The board has no employees. The private firm of Professional Services Group, LLC, 
provides administrative services, supplies, physical facilities, and necessary manpower 
for the board under a professional services contract. The current annual contract price is 
$87,500. 

The Attorney General’s Office provides legal services for the board without charge. 

PERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Number of Licensees per Employee – 159 
 
Total Expenditure per Licensee (2003-2004 fiscal Year) - $554. 
 
Number of Persons per Licensee in Alabama and Surrounding States 
 

 
Population 
(Estimate)

Number of 
Licensees(1)

Persons Per 
Licensee 

Alabama 4,530,182 137 33,067 
Florida 17,397,161 348 49,992 
Georgia 8,383,915 (2)  
Mississippi 2,858,029 (2)  
Tennessee 5,740,021 (2)  

(1) Includes Orthotists, Prosthetists, Prosthetist/Orthotists, and Registered 
Orthotic Suppliers. 

(2) Licensure not required.  
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Notification to Licensees of Board decisions to Amend Administrative Rules 

The board complied with the requirements of the Alabama Administrative Procedure Act 
for the adoption of rules. The board published proposed rules and proposed amendments 
thereto in the Alabama Administrative Monthly and allowed a public comment period of 
not less than 35 days before adoption.  Licensees are notified of proposed changes 
through local meetings attended by staff and board members. 

Complaint Resolution 

Board Rule 746-X-4 provides the procedures for documentation of receipt and 
investigation of complaints against board licensees or of unlicensed administration of 
prosthetics or orthotics. 

Ten complaints were on record as of January 2005. The complaints include: 
6 counts of unlicensed practice 
5 counts of professional/occupational misconduct including one count of 

unauthorized changing of a doctor’s order, and 
3 counts of fraud 

Seven of the ten complaints were resolved as follows: 

Out of board's jurisdiction 3 

Unable to locate patient or complainant 
was unresponsive 

2 

(1)Consent agreement to cease 
operation in Alabama. 

2 

Total number of complaints closed 7 
(1)Pending ratification by the full board. 

Complaint Process

Initial Documentation Complaints must be in writing and signed by the 
complainant. A complaint form is available from the 
executive director.  

Anonymous 
Complaints 

The board requires signed written complaints. 

Investigative 
Committee 

The board’s executive director, attorney, and a member of the 
board comprise the investigative committee. 

Notification and 
Investigation 

The executive director notifies the person/entity complained 
against of the receipt and nature of the complaint. The 
person/entity complained against is given an opportunity to 
present his side of the story. The committee conducts a 
preliminary investigation to determine if the complaint falls 
within its jurisdiction and then whether probable cause exists. 
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Report to Board The investigative committee may recommend that a 
complaint be closed for lack of jurisdiction, insufficient 
evidence, or lack of probable cause. Upon determination of 
probable cause, board rules provide for formal administrative 
hearing in accord with the Alabama Administrative 
Procedure Act by the filing of a formal complaint against the 
person/entity complained against with the board. Board rules 
also provide for resolution of complaints by consent orders in 
lieu of formal administrative hearing. 

Completion Final resolution is documented in the complaint file. The 
complainant is notified if the resolution. 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
Schedule of Fees 

The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 authorizes the board to set the fees. The 
board promulgated Administrative Rule 746-X-2-.04 to set fees as follows: 

Fee 
Amount 
Charged 

Authorized not 
to exceed: 

Application:   
Licensure $175 $250 
Registration 150 150 
Facility Accreditation 150 350 

License:   
Orthotist or Prosthetist (single) 500 950 
Prosthetist/Orthotist (dual) 800 1,900 
Assistant 250 500 
Orthotic Supplier 350 350 
Accredited Facility 250 950 

Temporary License:   
Orthotist or Prosthetist (single) 500 950 
Prosthetist/Orthotist (dual) 800 1,900 

Renewals:   
Application Process Fee(1) 100 Not Authorized 
Orthotist or Prosthetist (single) 500 950 
Prosthetist/Orthotist (dual) 800 1,900 
Assistant 250 500 
Orthotic Supplier 350 350 
Accredited Facility 250 950 

Duplicate/Replacement License 50 Not Authorized 
Written License 10 Not Authorized 
Verification of Certification  10 Not Authorized 
Late Fee per month not to exceed 3 months 100 Not Authorized 

(1) Not adopted by rule. 
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Schedule of Operating Receipts, Disbursements, and Balances 
July 1, 2002 through September 30, 2004 

2003-2004 2002-2003
Receipts:

Licensing fees 107,600.00$    96,400.00$      
Total 107,600.00$    96,400.00$      

Disbursements:
Personnel Cost 500.00$           1,800.00$        
Employee Benefits 38.25               137.70             
Travel, In-State 919.61             1,813.89          
Professional Services(1) 65,624.79        80,208.37        
Supplies, Materials, & Operating Expenses 851.00             317.00             

Total 67,933.65        84,276.96        
Excess (Deficiency) of Receipts over Disbursemen 39,666.35        12,123.04        
Cash Balances at Beginning of Year 12,123.04        -                   
Cash Balances at End of Year 51,789.39$      12,123.04$      
Reserved for Unpaid Obligations 0.20                 7,291.63          
Unreserved Cash Balances at end of Year 51,789.19$      4,831.41$         

(1) A claim is pending before the Board of Adjustment for an additional $14,583.34 incurred under 
the administrative services contract for fiscal year 2003-04. The amount was not recorded at year-

end and timely request for reservation of funds was not received by the Finance Department 
 

Operating Receipts Vs Operating Disbursements (Chart) 
July 1, 2002 through September 30, 2004 
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Board Members 

QUESTIONNAIRES 

Board Member Questionnaire 
Questionnaires were mailed to all ten board members. Three (3) responded. 

Question #1 
What are the most significant issues currently facing the Alabama Board of Prosthetists 
and Orthotists and how is the Board addressing these issues? 

Board Member #1: The most significant issue facing the board is unqualified or 
unlicensed individuals practicing orthotics and or prosthetics. The board (executive 
director) has sent complaint forms to all licensees in an effort to identify those who 
are practicing illegally. The board holds two one-hour meetings each year to educate 
licensees on the board, the law and how to use it. 

Board Member #2: Issues – Investigating complaints submitted – Increasing awareness 
of our licensure laws to surrounding states and enforcing our laws to those practicing 
here but are based outside our state. Resolutions – Contract with investigator who can 
follow up on complaints and collection of information about O&P companies in 
surrounding states and making them aware of our licensure laws and certifying them 
to practice in Alabama if planning on doing so. 

Board Member #3: I think the most significant issue before the Board now is getting the 
word out to consumers and referral sources concerning the existence and functioning 
of the Board. The board has hired an investigator and is working on better 
communication to others including a website. 

Question #2 
What changes to the Prosthetists and Orthotists Act are needed? 

Board Member #1: The Prosthetic and Orthotic Act needs to include a branch of 
orthotics known as pedorthics which covers orthotic care of the foot. A significant 
number of complaints have come in addressing poor foot orthotics and it seems to fall 
just out of the jurisdiction of P & O Act. Currently, there is a bill in the legislature 
(2005) that will address this. 

Board Member #2: I currently believe we have a sound foundation “Act” in place but 
will need to respond to any changes that may arise and also forecast changes based on 
issues or service trends and practices seen in the field. 

Board Member #3: Broaden Act to include coverage of pedorthists and diabetic footwear 
by anyone. 
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Board Members 

Question #3 
Is the Board adequately funded? 

  2  Yes   1  No      No Response/Don’t Know 

Additional Comments: 
Board Member #1: Currently, with significant start up costs to the board, it appears to be 

sufficiently funded. The board is in the process of hiring an investigator to look into 
complaints which will present an expenditure. 

Board Member #3: [Yes] It is now. Continuing accreditation of facilities and enforcement 
of licensure will add revenue. 

Question #4 
Is the board adequately staffed? 

  3  Yes      No      No Response/Don’t Know 

Additional Comments: 
Board Member #1: In my opinion, the board is probably too large. If the pedorthic 

legislation passes as it appears it should, the number will be reduced from 11 to 10  
helping to resolve this problem 

Board Member #2:  At present. 

Board Member #3: For now. 

Question #5 
What is the purpose of your fiscal year end balance of unobligated funds? 

Board Member #1: Currently, I am not aware of the amount of unobligated funds, but I 
believe that any funds available will be used to strengthen the campaign to make 
Alabamians aware of the prosthetic and orthotic Act and subsequently enforce and 
defend it. 

Board Member #2: To adequately fund competent legal counsel and investigative 
services for complaint issues. 

Board Member #3: To allow for a working reserve fund. We will need to expend some 
for the investigator and will now be paying the AG [Attorney General] for legal 
services. 
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Licensees 

Licensee Questionnaire 
Questionnaires were mailed to all licensees (159) of the board. Fifty-four (54) responded 
as follows: 

Question #1 
Do you think regulation of your profession by the board is necessary to protect public 
welfare? 

  42   Yes   12   No    0  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 
• [Yes] Very much so – every state needs to regulate through similar type boards 

Question #2 
Do you think any of the board’s laws, rules, or policies, is an unnecessary restriction on 
the practice of your profession? 

  13   Yes   41   No    0  No Response or Opinion 

Question #3 
Do you think any of the board’s requirements is irrelevant to the competent practice of 
your profession? 

  15   Yes   39   No    0  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 
• The board does not have the ability to question people outside of our profession in the 

services that they provide and the facility they use. 

Question #4 
Are you adequately informed by the board of changes to and interpretations of Board 
positions, policies, rules and laws? 

  33   Yes   21   No    0  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 
• I would like to see some type of newsletter, or maybe even an e-mail or internet type 

structure 

• I received nothing from the board last year. 

Question #5 
Has the board performed your licensing or renewal in a timely manner? 

  49   Yes    5   No    0  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 

• They like the money. 

• I think some kind of notification should be sent as a reminder that renewal is due at a 
specific time 
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Licensees 

Question #6 
Do you consider mandatory continuing education necessary for the competent practice of 
your profession? 

  47   Yes    5   No    2  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 

• [Yes] We are continuously educated in various meetings and seminars – this is one 
more addition to it. Other continuing education should count for Alabama State, 
instead of attending education seminar set by Alabama board. 

• [Yes] But I don’t know why out of state people are required to attend an Alabama 
meeting. 

• [No] We already have to have so many CEU’s for certification, I feel it should count 
for licenses. 

Question #7 
Has the board approved sufficient providers of continuing education to ensure your 
reasonable access to necessary continuing education hours? 

  41   Yes   11   No    2  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 
• [No] Need to have at least three opportunities to attend continuing education OR 

other meetings, seminars or courses. Should be sufficient enough to meet mandatory 
education requirement set by Alabama Board. 

• Not sure. 

Question #8 
What do you think is the most significant issue currently facing your profession in 
Alabama and what is the Board doing to address the issue? 

Answers: 
• Stopping unqualified providers from practicing in Alabama. 

• Physicians, therapists, and non-licensed individuals providing our services. 

• Letting the public know about licensure for orthotic and prosthetics also other 
healthcare professionals. Doctors, Physical Therapists. Insurance company payers. 

• Encroachment of other professional in our field – the board exempts all of these. 

• Medicare holding back payments for service. 

• I think that the scope of others providing orthotics and prosthetics in our state does 
not have adequate supervision. 

• Policing the unlicensed providers. 

• Reimbursement issues. 

• Fraud and abuse. I have no idea. 
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Licensees 

• I think the board ensures that we have the most qualified people in our field. It brings 
a profession level with the ability to make certain. 

• Problems with Medicare payment and requirements. The board is doing nothing I 
know of. 

• Prosthetic parity. PT direct access. 

• Not sure about issues in Alabama. I’m a practitioner in Georgia, and because I live on 
the border of your great state is the reason for being licensed. 

• Address those who wrongly practice O&P – Just because you hold a license does not 
qualify you as an orthotist/prosthetist. I believe the board needs to address this issue – 
as someone will be hurt by these people. 

• People not licensed by the state, but are still able to conduct but are still able to 
conduct everyday business in O&P. I don’t know what the state is doing about this. 

• Communication. Closed board – Not open to new people. 

• Unlicensed individuals working out of Doctors’ offices. Board doing about??) 

• A more timely manner of complaint investigation of licensure [for those] that are not 
competent in the field 

• Policing the companies that do not abide by the state laws concerning patient 
interaction by qualified assistants without licensed supervision. Limited knowledge of 
this issue. 

• Companies operating out of vans and not giving patients proper care. 

• Others in the medical profession trying to take over O & P mostly doctors and PT’s 
but some others as well. In most cases this constitutes self-referrals which I think is 
against Stark law. Some hire licensed certified O & P professional and some give or 
get a percentage which may or may not be against anti-kick back laws, both State and 
Federal.  In any case the doctor or PT’s profit from their referral. 

• Reimbursement of services providers (Allied Health). Scope of practice. Need O & P 
separation from DME. Board’s address of issues?? No communication from board. 

• Enforcing the laws 

• Keeping physical therapists from providing custom orthotics and prosthetics. The 
board has to maintain its stand against allowing physical therapists from providing 
custom orthotics and prosthetics. 

• Unethical practices. 

• Physical therapist direct access.  

• Unlicensed individuals practicing in the state. No adequate way to police the state. 

• Letting people know about licensure for our field to providers and ?? 

• Provision of O & P by unqualified practitioners. The board is attempting to enforce 
the regulation. 
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Licensees 

• Physical therapists having right to be DME providers. It is unknown what the board is 
doing. 

• Orthotic services being performed by orthopedic offices and drug stores. [The board 
is doing] nothing. Our licensure law allows orthopedic offices to supply knee orthoses 
and foot orthoses and other orthotic items. 

• New technologies arise in our profession all the time. Most insurance companies in 
Alabama won’t pay for these. The board should lobby and educate the insurance 
companies! 

• Cost of compliance/reduced reimbursements. Recruitment of qualified personnel. 

• Grandfathering current persons to be ABC/BOC certified who have been practicing 
for 10+ years. 

• Medicare recipients are not receiving the proper orthotic and prosthetic services 
necessary. As far as I know the board is doing nothing to address this problem that 
effects.  Medicaid recipients over 21 years old. 

• I just think that the renewal due [license fee] is too steep. 

Question #9 
Do you think the Board and its staff are satisfactorily performing their duties? 

  37   Yes   11   No    6  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 
• The board should not have the right to govern where and how I sell my products.  

This has no relations to O&P. This law is strictly to help O & P practitioners 
dominate the market and not have competition in brace fitting and application. I, as a 
supplier, am the one who trains them how to fit braces and measure custom braces. 
Saying that I can no longer do this, after 18 years, is not right or just. I have fit 
thousands of braces and have more experience and know-how than the O&P 
practitioners do. 

• [N0] – I don’t know what their duties are! 

Question #10 
Has any member of the board or its staff asked for money (other than normal lice fitting 
and licensing and regulatory fees), services, or any other thing of value in return for 
performing a board service for you? 

   6   Yes   47   No    1  No Response or Opinion 

Additional Comments: 
• [Yes] – PAC 

• [Yes] – Unsure if request for lobby funds should be considered. 

• [Yes]  Joseph Elliott of Hanger Birmingham. 
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Complainant 

Complainant Questionnaire 
Questionnaires were mailed to all ten complainants on record. Five (5) responded as 
follows: 

Question #1 
Was your complaint filed with the Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists by? 
 

   3  Mail    0  Phone    1  Fax    1  Other 
 

Question #2 
Was receipt of your complaint promptly acknowledged? 
 

   3  Yes    1  No    1  Unknown 
 

If yes, approximately how long after you filed your complaint were you 
contacted by the Board? 

   0  Immediately    0  Within 10 days    0  Within 20 days  

   1  Within 30 days    1  More than 30 days    1  Did not respond 

  2  Unknown 

 

Question #3 
Was the employee who responded to your complaint knowledgeable and courteous? 
 

   0  Knowledgeable    2  Courteous    0  Neither 
 
   1  Knowledgeable and Courteous    0  Unknown 

 

Question #4 
Did the board communicate the results of investigating your complaint to you? 
 

   2  Yes    2  No    1  Unknown 
 

Question #5 
Do you think the board did everything it could to resolve your complaint? 
 

   2  Yes    1  No    2  Unknown 
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Complainant 

Question #6 
Were you satisfied with your dealings with the board? 
 

   2  Yes    1  No    2  Unknown 

Additional Comments: 

• Still investigating. 

• I don’t think a final determination has been made. 
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§ 34-25A-1. Purpose. The Legislature declares that in order to safeguard the health, 
safety, and welfare of the people of Alabama against the unauthorized, unqualified, and 
improper administration of prosthetic and orthotic care, it is necessary to provide for the 
licensing and regulation of persons offering prosthetic and orthotic services to the public.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 1.)  

§ 34-25A-2. Short title. This chapter shall be known as the Prosthetics and Orthotics 
Act.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 2.)  

§ 34-25A-3. Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the 
following meanings:  

(1) Accredited facility. A facility where prosthetic, orthotic, or prosthetic and 
orthotic care is provided to patients needing such care and has met the requirements 
of the board for such designation.  The board shall require that all accredited facilities 
meet the requirements of a nationally recognized certifying board in prosthetics and 
orthotics accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) in 
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the discipline or disciplines for which the application is made.  The board shall allow 
existing facilities to become accredited until July 1, 2004.  During this allowed 
period, facilities may be the site of activity covered by this chapter.  If an existing 
facility is not accredited under this chapter by July 1, 2004, all prosthetic and orthotic 
care in that facility must cease.  

(2) Authorized health care practitioner. A physician licensed to practice medicine 
or a person licensed or authorized to practice podiatry pursuant to Article 6 
(commencing with Section 34-24-230) of Chapter 24.  

(3) Board. The Alabama State Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists.  
(4) Chiropractor. A person licensed and acting within the definition as found in 

Section 34-24-120.  
(5) Occupational therapist/occupational therapist assistant/occupational therapist 

aide. A person who is licensed as an Occupational Therapist, or Occupational 
Therapist Assistant, or Occupational Therapist Aide as defined in Section 34-39-3.  

(6) Orthosis. A custom-fabricated, definitive brace or support that is designed for 
long-term use.  Custom-fabricated orthoses, also known as custom-made orthoses, are 
devices designed and made from raw materials or commercially available 
components for a specific patient and require the generation of an image, form, or 
mold that replicates the patient's body or body segment and involves the rectification 
of dimensions, contours, and volumes to achieve proper fit, comfort, and function for 
that specific patient.  Except for the treatment of scoliosis, orthosis does not include 
prefabricated or direct-formed orthotic devices, as defined in this subdivision and 
does not include any of the following items:  Commercially available knee orthoses 
used following injury or surgery;  upper extremity adaptive equipment;  finger splints;  
leather wrist gauntlets;  face masks used following burns;  wheelchair seating that is 
an integral part of the wheelchair and not worn by the patient independent of the 
wheelchair;  fabric or elastic supports;  corsets;  arch supports, also known as non-
custom or prefabricated orthotics;  low-temperature formed plastic splints;  trusses;  
elastic hose;  canes;  crutches;  cervical collars;  dental appliances, and other similar 
devices as determined by the board, such as those commonly carried in stock by a 
pharmacy, hospital, rehabilitation facility, department store, corset shop, or surgical 
supply facility.  Prefabricated orthoses, also known as custom-fitted or off-the-shelf, 
are devices that are manufactured as commercially available items for no particular 
patient.  Direct-formed orthoses are devices formed or shaped during the molding 
process directly on the patient's body or body segment.  

(7) Orthotics. The science and practice of evaluating, measuring, designing, 
fabricating, assembling, fitting, adjusting, or servicing, as well as providing the initial 
training necessary to accomplish the fitting of, an orthosis for the support, correction, 
or alleviation of neuromuscular or musculoskeletal dysfunction, disease, injury, or 
deformity.  The practice of orthotics encompasses evaluations and consultation and 
continuing care, with basic observational gait and posture analysis.  Orthotists assess 
the need for and measure, design, manufacture, and fit orthoses to maximize function 
and provide not only the support but the alignment necessary to either prevent or 
correct deformity or to improve the safety and efficiency of mobility or locomotion, 
or both.  Orthotic practice includes periodic evaluation and consultation to assess its 
effect on the patient's tissue and assure proper fit and function of the orthotic device.  
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(8) Orthotic supplier. A person registered with the board who is employed by or 
has a contractual relationship with a manufacturer of orthoses or orthosis components 
and who has complied with the registration requirements of the board.  

(9) Orthotist. A person licensed to practice orthotics under this chapter.  
(10) Orthotist assistant. A person licensed under terms to be defined by the board.  
(11) Physical therapist/physical therapist assistant/physical therapist technician. A 

person who is licensed to practice as defined in Section 34-24-191.  
(12) Physician. A person who is a doctor of medicine or a doctor of osteopathy 

licensed to practice.  
(13) Podiatrist. A person licensed or authorized to practice podiatry pursuant to 

Article 6 of Chapter 24.  
(14) Prosthesis. A definitive artificial limb that is alignable or articulated or, in 

lower extremity applications, capable of bearing weight.  Prosthesis means an 
artificial medical device that is not surgically implanted and that is used to replace a 
missing limb, appendage, or other external human body part and that includes an 
artificial limb, hand, or foot.  The term does not include artificial eyes, ears, dental 
appliances, ostomy products, devices such as artificial breasts or eyelashes, wigs, or 
other devices as determined by the board that do not have a significant impact on the 
musculoskeletal functions of the body.  

(15) Prosthetics. The science and practice of evaluating, measuring, designing, 
fabricating, assembling, fitting, aligning, adjusting, or servicing, as well as providing 
the initial education necessary to accomplish the wearing and use of a prosthesis, 
through the replacement of external parts of a human body lost due to amputation or 
congenital deformities or absences.  The practice of prosthetics also includes the 
generation of an image, form, or mold that replicates the patient's body or body 
segment and that requires rectification of dimensions, contours, and volumes for use 
in the design and fabrication of a socket to accept a residual limb to create an artificial 
appendage that is designed either to support body weight or to improve or restore 
function or cosmesis, or both.    Involved in the practice of prosthetics is 
observational gait analysis and clinical assessment of the requirements necessary to 
refine and mechanically fix the relative position of various parts of the prosthesis to 
maximize the function, stability, and safety of the patient.  The practice of prosthetics 
includes evaluation, consultation, and providing continuing patient care in order to 
assess the effect of the prosthetic device on the patient's tissues and to assure proper 
fit and function of the prosthetic device.  

(16) Prosthetist. A person who is licensed to practice prosthetics under this 
chapter.  

(17) Prosthetist assistant. A person licensed under terms to be defined by the 
board.  

(18) Prosthetist/orthotist. A person licensed to practice prosthetics and orthotics 
under this chapter.  

(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 3;  Act 2003-275, p. 645, § 1.)  

HISTORICAL NOTES  

HISTORY  
Effective date:  
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The act which added this section is effective July 1, 2002.  
Amendment notes:  

The 2003 amendment, effective June 18, 2003, in subdivision (2) inserted 
"(commencing with Section 34-24-230)".  
Code Commissioner's Notes  

In 2002, the Code Commissioner, in order to appropriately translate specified dates, 
in subdivision (1) inserted the language:  "The board shall allow existing facilities to 
become accredited until July 1, 2004.  During this allowed period, facilities may be the 
site of activity covered by this chapter.  If an existing facility is not accredited under this 
chapter by July 1, 2004, all prosthetic and orthotic care in that facility must cease." in 
place of "The board shall allow two years after the enactment of this act for facilities to 
become accredited.  During this allowed period, facilities may be the site of activity 
covered by this act.  If a facility is not accredited under this act in two years, all prosthetic 
and orthotic care in that facility must cease.".  Also, in subdivision (2), the reference was 
changed to Article 6 of Chapter 24 to specify the apparently intended hierarchy unit.  
Also, in subdivision (4), the reference was changed to Section 34-24-120 to specify the 
apparently intended hierarchy unit.  Also, in subdivision (6), "devices, as defined in this 
subdivision and does not include any of the following items" was inserted for "devises, as 
defined in this section" in order to correct a misspelling, reference the apparently 
intended hierarchy unit, for clarity, and to convey apparent intent.  Also, in subdivision 
(7), for grammatical purposes, a sentence was divided by adding ".  Orthotists" for ";  
orthotists".  Also, in subdivision (13), the reference was changed to "Article 6 of Chapter 
24" to specify the apparently intended hierarchy unit.  

§ 34-25A-4. Referral and consultation limits. (a) A licensed prosthetist, licensed 
orthotist, or licensed prosthetist/orthotist may provide services utilizing new prostheses or 
orthoses for which he or she is licensed and only under a written order from an authorized 
health care practitioner.  A consultation with and periodic review by an authorized health 
care practitioner is not required for the evaluation, repair, adjusting, or servicing of a 
prosthesis by a licensed prosthetist, or licensed prosthetist/orthotist and for the 
evaluation, repair, adjusting or servicing of an orthosis by a licensed orthotist, or licensed 
prosthetist/orthotist;  nor is an order from an authorized health care practitioner required 
for maintenance or replacement of an orthosis or prosthesis to the level of its original 
prescription for an indefinite period of time if the original order remains appropriate for 
the patient's medical needs.  

(b) Prosthetists and orthotists must refer persons receiving service to authorized 
health care practitioners if they have reasonable cause to believe symptoms or conditions 
are present that require services beyond the scope of their practice or for which the 
prescribed prosthetic or orthotic service is contraindicated.  

(c) An orthotic supplier may engage in one or more of the following:  Evaluating, 
measuring, designing, fabricating, assembling, fitting, adjusting, servicing, repairing, 
replacing, or delivering orthoses.  An orthotic supplier may provide orthoses in hospitals, 
rehabilitation facilities, physician's offices, physician's clinics, or other sites as required.  
An orthotic supplier shall provide orthoses based on a written prescription from an 
authorized health care practitioner and under the supervision of such authorized health 
care practitioner.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 4.)  
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§ 34-25A-5. Application for licensure or registration.  (a) Except as provided in 
subsection (g) or (h), no person shall administer prosthetic or orthotic care in this state 
unless licensed or registered to do so in accordance with this chapter.  The board shall 
issue approved forms for application prior to January 1, 2003.  

(b) In order to obtain a license as a prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist in this 
state, an applicant must do the following:  

(1) File a written application on forms to be developed and approved by the 
board.  The applicant must meet at least one of the following requirements after a 
one-year grandfather period:  

a. The applicant must possess a baccalaureate degree in orthotics and 
prosthetics from a college or university accredited by a regional accrediting 
agency and complete 1,900 hours per discipline sought of directed employment 
under the supervision of a certified/licensed prosthetist, a certified/licensed 
orthotist or a certified/licensed prosthetist/orthotist in an accredited facility, and 
be certified as a prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist by a nationally 
recognized certifying board in orthotics and prosthetics accredited by the National 
Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), or such other national agency as 
approved by the board, in the discipline or disciplines for which the application is 
made.  

b. The applicant must possess a baccalaureate degree from a regionally 
accredited college or university and have successfully completed a post-
baccalaureate certificate course approved by the board and completed 1,900 hours 
of directed employment per discipline in which license is sought under the 
supervision of a certified/licensed prosthetist, a certified/licensed orthotist, or a 
certified/licensed prosthetist/orthotist in an accredited facility, and be certified by 
a nationally recognized certifying board in prosthetics or orthotics accredited by 
the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), or such other national 
agency as approved by the board, in the discipline or disciplines for which 
application is made.  

c. The applicant must possess an associates degree from a regionally 
accredited college or university, junior college, or community college and have 
successfully completed postsecondary coursework in anatomy, physiology, 
physics, biology, chemistry, algebra, and calculus and have worked under the 
supervision of a certified/licensed prosthetist, a certified/licensed orthotist, or a 
certified/licensed prosthetist/orthotist for not less than four consecutive years of 
the past six years in an accredited facility, and be certified by a nationally 
recognized certifying board in prosthetics or orthotics accredited by the National 
Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), or such other national agency as 
may be approved by the board.  

d. The applicant must have successfully completed postsecondary coursework 
in anatomy, physiology, physics, biology, chemistry, algebra, and calculus and 
have worked under the supervision of a certified/licensed prosthetist, a 
certified/licensed orthotist, or a certified/licensed prosthetist/orthotist for not less 
than eight years of the last 12 years and be certified as a prosthetist, orthotist, or 
prosthetist/orthotist by a nationally recognized board accredited by the National 
Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), or such national agency as may be 
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approved by the board, in the discipline or disciplines for which application is 
made.  
(2) Any applicant after the first year following the board's issuance of applications 

not meeting the aforesaid conditions shall be required to successfully complete an 
examination as prescribed by the board prior to receiving a license as a prosthetist, an 
orthotist, or a prosthetist/orthotist.  

(3) An applicant failing to achieve a required passing grade on his or her first 
examination may reapply, upon repayment of the application fee as set by the board.  
Applicants may take the examination no more than three times in four consecutive 
years following the initial application for licensure and upon payment of the 
examination fee in each instance.  
(c) In order to obtain registration as an orthotic supplier, an applicant must do the 

following:  
(1) File a written application on forms to be developed and approved by the 

board.  Such forms shall require personal information such as full name, current 
address, educational status and history, and work history for the last five years of 
employment.  

(2) The application forms shall be accompanied, when submitted, by attestation of 
employment by or contractual relationship with a manufacturer of orthoses or orthosis 
components whether registered with the United States Food and Drug Administration 
or not.  Attestation shall be by notarized statement signed by the president, chief 
operating officer, or other designated corporate official of the employing company.  
(d) The board shall grant a license without an examination for those qualified 

applicants who apply within one year of the issuance of application forms by the board.  
For purposes of this subsection, qualified applicants are those which meet either of the 
following requirements:  

(1) The applicant shall possess current credentials as a Certified Prosthetist, 
Certified Orthotist, or Certified Prosthetist/Orthotist issued by the American Board 
for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, Incorporated, or the Board for 
Orthotist/Prosthetist Certification as a prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist.  

(2) The applicant has practiced full time as a prosthetist, orthotist, or 
prosthetist/orthotist for five of the six years prior to July 1, 2002, and has provided 
comprehensive prosthetic, orthotic, or prosthetic/orthotic care, as defined by the 
board in a facility that meets the requirements of the board for accreditation.  
(e) The board may issue a 12-month temporary license as a prosthetist, an orthotist, or 

a prosthetist/orthotist to persons who have applied for licensure and are awaiting 
examination.  The temporary license is renewable once for a six month period if the 
applicant fails to pass the examination at the first sitting.  

(f) The board shall grant a license as a prosthetist, an orthotist, or a 
prosthetist/orthotist to an applicant in possession of a current license as a prosthetist, 
orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist in another state or territory of the United States without 
examination if the board determines that the credentialing standards set by the other state 
or territory are substantially equivalent to the standards set by the board for this state.  

(g) No person may represent himself or herself as a licensed prosthetist, licensed 
orthotist, or licensed prosthetist/orthotist, use a title or description of services, or engage 
in the practice of prosthetics or orthotics without applying for licensure, meeting the 
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required qualifications, and being licensed by the board unless otherwise exempted by 
this chapter.  A person not licensed with the board may not represent himself or herself as 
being so licensed and may not use, in connection with his or her name, the words licensed 
orthotist, orthotist, licensed prosthetist, prosthetist, licensed prosthetist/orthotist, 
prosthetist/orthotist, or letters "L.O.," "L.P.," "L.P.O.," "L.O.A.," "L.P.A.," or "L.P.O.A.," 
or other letters, words, signs, numbers, or insignia indicating or implying that he or she is 
either a licensed prosthetist, a licensed orthotist, or a licensed prosthetist/orthotist in the 
State of Alabama without first having a valid license.  The license shall be posted in a 
conspicuous location at the person's work site.  

(h) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit or restrict the following:  
(1) The practice of prosthetics or orthotics by individuals authorized and 

performing services within their authorized scopes of practice as adopted by the State 
of Alabama Legislature including, but not limited to, authorized health care 
practitioners, doctors of podiatry, chiropractors, physical therapists, and occupational 
therapists licensed in this state.  

(2) The practice of prosthetics or orthotics by an individual employed by, or in the 
service of the government of the United States of America while engaged in the 
performance of duties prescribed by the laws of the United States of America.  

(3) The practice of prosthetics or orthotics by any person not licensed as a 
prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist in accordance with this chapter who is 
employed in a diagnostic laboratory, hospital, rehabilitation facility, or authorized 
health care practitioner's office or as a medical lab technician or technologist whose 
function is to administer treatment or perform diagnostic procedures confined to that 
laboratory or office under the direction of an authorized health care practitioner.  

(4) The practice of prosthetics or orthotics by a person who is a regular or full-
time student in a prosthetic or orthotic educational program approved by the board, 
and whose designated status is student or trainee.  

(5) A person fulfilling the supervised residency or internship experience 
requirements described in this chapter.  

(6) A person who meets the qualifications listed in paragraphs a, b, c, and d of 
subdivision (1) of subsection (b) from performing prosthetic or orthotic services in 
this state, provided the services are not performed for more than 60 days per 12-
month period, after notification to the board.  

(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 5;  Act 2003-275, p. 649, § 1.)  

§ 34-25A-6. Disciplinary actions.  (a) The board may refuse to renew a license or 
registration, may suspend or revoke a license or registration, may impose probationary 
conditions, or may impose an administrative fine not exceeding one thousand dollars 
($1,000) per violation as disciplinary actions if a licensee or registrant or applicant for 
licensure or registration has been found guilty of unprofessional conduct that has 
endangered or is likely to endanger the health, welfare, or safety of the public.  
Unprofessional conduct includes the following:  

(1) Obtaining a license or registration by means of fraud, misrepresentation, or 
concealment of facts.  

(2) Being found guilty of unprofessional conduct, as defined by the policies of the 
board, or the code of ethics adopted and published by the American Board for 
Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, or its successor organization, provided that 
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such code of conduct and code of ethics shall not include education and training 
requirements not otherwise required by this chapter.  

(3) Conviction of a crime, determined by the board to be other than a minor 
offense, in any court if the offense has a direct bearing on whether the person should 
be entrusted to serve the public in the capacity of a prosthetic or orthotic practitioner 
or as a registered orthotic supplier.  
(b) The board may, after a hearing, exercise the disciplinary actions authorized in this 

section.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 6.)  

§ 34-25A-7. Duties of board. The board shall perform all the following duties:  
(1) Establish and publish continuing education requirements such that a licensed 

orthotist or a licensed prosthetist is required to complete 15 hours of continuing 
education and a licensed prosthetist/orthotist is required to complete 20 hours of 
continuing education in each year of a license renewal period.  

(2) Examine for, approve, deny, revoke, suspend, and renew licensure or 
registration of duly qualified applicants.  

(3) Receive applications, issue licenses or registrations to applicants who have 
met the requirements for licensure or registration, and deny licenses or registration to 
applicants who do not meet the minimum qualifications, except that proceedings with 
the denial or revocation of licensure or registration based upon findings of 
unprofessional conduct or impairment are governed by the ` Disciplinary Act.  

(4) Hire administrative, clerical, investigative, and other staff as needed to 
implement this chapter and hire individuals licensed under this chapter to serve as 
examiners for any practical examinations required by the board either within the state 
classified service or not within it.  

(5) Promulgate and publish rules and regulations in accordance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act to administer this chapter.  Any rule or regulation 
defining the scope of practice or permissible activities of a licensed orthotist, licensed 
prosthetist, or a licensed prosthetist/orthotist or a registered orthotic supplier shall be 
published jointly with the State Board of Medical Examiners.  

(6) Develop and promulgate requirements and establish fees for the licensure of 
orthotic assistants, prosthetic assistants, or prosthetic/orthotic assistants.  Such 
licenses shall be regulated and issued by the board.  

(7) Conduct hearings on charges calling for the denial, suspension, or revocation 
of an issued license or registration, or for the refusal to renew a license or registration.  

(8) Prepare and administer, or approve the preparation and administration of, 
examinations for applicants for licensure.  

(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 7.)  

§ 34-25A-8. Alabama State Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists.  (a) The Alabama 
State Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists is created to administer this chapter and shall be 
composed of 11 members as provided in this section who shall be compensated at the rate 
of one hundred dollars ($100) per day plus travel expenses for each day they perform 
their duties.  The board membership shall reflect the racial, gender, geographic, urban 
and rural, and economic diversity of the state.  The Attorney General of the state shall act 
as legal advisor of the board and shall render such legal assistance as may be necessary in 
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carrying out the provisions of this chapter.  
(b) The board shall consist of six persons who are members of the Alabama Prosthetic 

and Orthotic Association and licensed or eligible for licensure pursuant to this chapter as 
an orthotist, a prosthetist, or a prosthetist/orthotist selected from a list of 10 applicants 
presented by the Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic Association.  There shall be one 
private citizen who is a consumer of orthotic or prosthetic services in the State of 
Alabama, one licensed chiropractor, one representative of the National Orthotics 
Manufacturers Association, one podiatrist whose application shall be presented directly 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and one physician licensed to practice in 
the State of Alabama, whose application for appointment shall be presented directly to 
the Governor.  

(c) Members shall be appointed as follows:  
(1) Four by the Governor of the State of Alabama, one of whom shall be certified 

by the American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, Inc., one of 
whom shall be certified by the Board of Orthotic Certification;  one of whom shall be 
a private citizen of the State of Alabama who is a consumer of orthotic or prosthetic 
services;  and one of whom shall be a physician licensed to practice in the State of 
Alabama.  

(2) Three by the Lieutenant Governor of the State of Alabama, two of whom shall 
be certified by the American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, Inc., 
and one of whom shall be certified by the Board of Orthotic Certification.  

(3) Three by the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of Alabama, 
one of whom is a licensed chiropractor from the list presented by the Alabama State 
Chiropractic Association, one of whom is a registered orthotics supplier who is a 
representative of the National Orthotics Manufacturers Association from a list which 
may be submitted by the association, and one of whom is a licensed podiatrist.  

(4) One by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate of the State of Alabama, who 
is certified by the Board of Orthotic Certification, from the list presented by the 
Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic Association.  
(d) All initial appointments to the board shall be made no later than 60 days after July 

1, 2002.  
(e) The Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic Association shall submit its list of nominees 

for initial appointments to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the President Pro Tempore of the Senate no later than 15 days after July 1, 2002.  
Applications from private citizens who are consumers of orthotic or prosthetic care and 
from authorized health care practitioners must be submitted to the appointing authorities 
within 30 days of July 1, 2002.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 8;  Act 2003-275, p. 649, § 1.)  

§ 34-25A-9. Membership of board. (a) Initial appointments shall be staggered such that 
two members are appointed for one year, two members are appointed for two years, and 
three members appointed for three years.  The Governor shall appoint two members for 
one year and two members for three years, the Lieutenant Governor shall appoint one 
member for three years and the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall each appoint one member for two years.  
Members shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified, provided, no 
member shall serve more than eight consecutive years or two consecutive terms, 
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whichever is greater.  
(b) Upon the expiration of the initial terms and all terms of office thereafter, the 

appointing authorities shall appoint successors for terms of four years each.  The board 
shall follow Robert's Rules of Order in the conduct of its affairs.  

(c) The board may employ an executive director and such other officers and 
employees it deems necessary, with or without regard to the state Merit System, and may 
set the salary and terms of employment for such officers and employees.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 9.)  

§ 34-25A-10. Alabama State Board of Orthotists and Prosthetists Fund. There is 
established a separate special revenue trust fund in the State Treasury to be known as the 
Alabama State Board of Orthotists and Prosthetists Fund.  All receipts and administrative 
fines collected by the board pursuant to this chapter shall be deposited in the fund and 
used only to implement and administer this chapter.  The receipts shall be disbursed only 
by warrant of the state Comptroller, upon itemized vouchers approved by the executive 
director, if one is provided, otherwise by the chairperson of the board.  Funds shall be 
withdrawn or expended pursuant to Sections 41-4-80 to 41-4-96, inclusive, and 41-19-1 
to 41-19-12, inclusive, and only in amounts as stipulated in the general appropriations bill 
or other appropriations bills.  
(Act 2002-527, § 10.)  

§ 34-25A-11. Issuance of license or registration;  renewal.  (a) The board shall issue an 
orthotic, prosthetic, or prosthetic/orthotic license or an orthotic supplier registration to 
any person who meets the qualifications required by this chapter and who pays the 
respective fees fixed by the board.  

(b) Any person who is issued a license as an orthotic, prosthetic, or prosthetic/orthotic 
practitioner or orthotic assistant, prosthetic assistant, or prosthetic/orthotic assistant under 
this chapter may use the words licensed orthotist, licensed prosthetist, licensed 
prosthetist/orthotist, licensed orthotist assistant, licensed prosthetist assistant, or licensed 
prosthetist/orthotist assistant, or the letters "L.O.," "L.P.," "L.P.O.," "L.O.A.," "L.P.A.," 
or "L.P.O.A." in connection with his or her name to denote his or her licensure.  Any 
person issued registration as an orthotic supplier under this chapter may use the words 
registered orthotic supplier or the letters "R.O.S." in connection with his or her name to 
denote his or her registration.  

(c) A license or registration issued under this chapter shall be subject to annual or 
semiannual renewal as prescribed by rule or regulation duly promulgated and published 
by the board.  
(Act 2002-527, § 11.)  

§ 34-25A-12. Fees. The board shall promulgate rules and regulations for all licensure 
fees, registration fees, and accreditation fees.  The application fee for licensure as an 
orthotist, prosthetist, orthotist assistant, prosthetist assistant, or prosthetist/orthotist shall 
not exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) and the application fee for registration as an 
orthotic supplier shall not exceed one hundred fifty dollars ($150).  The application fee 
for accreditation shall not exceed three hundred fifty dollars ($350) per facility.  The 
licensure fee shall not exceed nine hundred fifty dollars ($950) per discipline per term of 
license. The accreditation fee shall not exceed nine hundred fifty dollars ($950) per term 
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for each accredited facility.  Registration fees shall not exceed three hundred fifty dollars 
($350) per term of registration or renewal, and all other associated assistant fees shall not 
exceed five hundred dollars ($500) per term of license.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 12;  Act 2003-275, p. 649, § 1.)  

§ 34-25A-13. Violations. Any person who violates this chapter shall be fined no more 
than one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation or be imprisoned for not more than six 
months per violation, or both, by the board in a disciplinary action or by a court of 
competent jurisdiction in the State of Alabama.  
(Act 2002-527, § 13.)  

§ 34-25A-14. Applicability of Ethics Law;  Sunset Law. (a) The members of the board 
and all employees of the board shall be subject to the State Ethics Law, Sections 36-25-1 
to 36-25-30, inclusive.  

(b) The board shall be subject to the Alabama Sunset Law of 1981, and shall be 
classified as an enumerated agency pursuant to Section 41-20-3.  The board shall 
automatically terminate on October 1, 2006, unless continued as therein provided and, if 
continued, the board shall be reviewed every four years thereafter.  
(Act 2002-527, p. 1376, § 15.)  
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1 69923-1:n:10/19/2004: JRC*/agb LRS2004-3767 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 SYNOPSIS: Under existing law, persons engaged in the 

9 practice of prosthetics and orthotics are regulated 

10 and licensed by the Board of Prosthetics and 

11 Orthotics. 

12 This bill would include persons engaged in 

13 the practice of pedorthics within the purview of 

14 the Prosthetics and Orthotics Act; would include 

15 licensed prosthetists, orthotists, and pedorthists 

16 within the term of qualified practitioner for 

17 Social Security and Medicare Laws and would 

18 decrease the membership on the board. 

19 

20 A BILL 

21 TO BE ENTITLED 

22 AN ACT 

23 

24 To amend Sections 34-25A-3, 34-25A-5, 34-25A-8, and 

25 34-25A-12, Code of Alabama 1975, relating to the regulation of 

26 persons administering prosthetic and orthotic care, to include 

27 persons engaged in the practice of pedorthics within the 
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1 purview of the Prosthetics and Orthotics Act and to decrease 

2 the membership on the Board of Prosthetics and Orthotics. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA: 

4 Section 1. Sections 34-25A-3, 34-25A-5, 34-25A-8, 

5 and 34-25A-12, Code of Alabama 1975, are amended to read as 

6 follows: 

7 "§34-25A-3. 

8 "As used in this chapter, the following terms shall 

9 have the following meanings: 

10 " ( 1 )  ACCREDITED FACILITY. A facility where 

11 prosthetic, orthotic, or prosthetic and orthotic, or pedorthic 

12 care is provided to patients needing such care and has met the 

13 requirements of the board for such designation. The board 

14 shall require that all accredited facilities meet the 

15 requirements of a nationally recognized certifying board in 

16 prosthetics, and orthotics, and pedorthics accredited by the 

17 National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) in the 

18 discipline or disciplines for which the application is made. 

19 The board shall allow existing facilities to become accredited 

20 until July 1, 2004. During this allowed period, facilities may 

21 be the site of activity covered by this chapter. If an 

22 existing facility is not accredited under this chapter by July 

23 1, 2004, all prosthetic and orthotic care in that facility 

24 must cease. 

25 " ( 2 )  ACCREDITED PEDORTHIC FACILITY. A facility where  

26 pedorthic care may be provided that has met the requirements 

27 of the board for such designation. An accredited pedorthic 
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1 facility shall contain a site that includes at least the 

2 following equipment: sanding/grinding equipment suitable for 

3 use, an oven for plastics and foams used in the fabrication of 

4 pedorthic devices, and a vacuum device for forming pedorthic 

5 devices. 

6 " ( 2 )   ( 3 )  AUTHORIZED HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER. A 

7 physician licensed to practice medicine or a person licensed 

8 or authorized to practice podiatry pursuant to Article 6 of 

9 Chapter 24.  

10 " ( 3 )  ( 4 )  BOARD. The Alabama State Board of 

11 Prosthetists and Orthotists. 

12 "( 4 )  ( 5 )  CHIROPRACTOR. A person licensed and acting 

13 within the definition as found in Section 34-24-120. 

14 "( 5 )  ( 6 )  OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST/OCCUPATIONAL 

15 THERAPIST ASSISTANT/OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST AIDE. A person who 

16 is licensed as an Occupational Therapist, or Occupational 

17 Therapist Assistant, or Occupational Therapist Aide as defined 

18 in Section 34-39-3. 

19 "( 6 )  (7) ORTHOSIS. A custom-fabricated, definitive 

20 brace or support that is designed for long-term use. 

21 Custom-fabricated orthoses, also known as custom-made 

22 orthoses, are devices designed and made from raw materials or 

23 commercially available components for a specific patient and 

24 require the generation of an image, form, or mold that 

25 replicates the patient's body or body segment and involves the 

26 rectification of dimensions, contours, and volumes to achieve 

27 proper fit, comfort, and function for that specific patient. 
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1 Except for the treatment of scoliosis, orthosis does not 

2 include prefabricated or direct-formed orthotic devices, as 

3 defined in this subdivision and does not include any of the 

4 following items: Commercially available knee orthoses used 

5 following injury or surgery; upper extremity adaptive 

6 equipment; finger splints; leather wrist gauntlets; face masks 

7 used following burns; wheelchair seating that is an integral 

8 part of the wheelchair and not worn by the patient independent 

9 of the wheelchair; fabric or elastic supports; corsets; arch 

10 supports, also known as non-custom or prefabricated foot 

11 orthotics; low-temperature formed plastic splints; trusses; 

12 elastic hose; canes; crutches; cervical collars; dental 

13 appliances, and other similar devices as determined by the 

14 board, such as those commonly carried in stock by a pharmacy, 

15 hospital, rehabilitation facility, department store, corset 

16 shop, or surgical supply facility. Prefabricated orthoses, 

17 also known as custom-fitted or off-the-shelf, are devices that 

18 are manufactured as commercially available items for no 

19 particular patient. Direct-formed orthoses are devices formed 

20 or shaped during the molding process directly on the patient's 

21 body or body segment. 

22 "( 7 )  ( 8 )  ORTHOTICS. The science and practice of 

23 evaluating, measuring, designing, fabricating, assembling, 

24 fitting, adjusting, or servicing, as well as providing the 

25 initial training necessary to accomplish the fitting of, an 

26 orthosis for the support, correction, or alleviation of 

27 neuromuscular or musculoskeletal dysfunction, disease, injury, 
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1 o r  d e f o r m i t y .  T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o r t h o t i c s  e n c o m p a s s e s  

2 e v a l u a t i o n s  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  c a r e ,  w i t h  b a s i c  

3 o b s e r v a t i o n a l  g a i t  a n d  p o s t u r e  a n a l y s i s .  O r t h o t i s t s  a s s e s s  t h e  

4 n e e d  f o r  a n d  m e a s u r e ,  d e s i g n ,  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  a n d  f i t  o r t h o s e s  t o  

5 m a x i m i z e  f u n c t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u p p o r t  b u t  t h e  

6 a l i g n m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e i t h e r  p r e v e n t  o r  c o r r e c t  d e f o r m i t y  o r  

7 t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  m o b i l i t y  o r  

8 l o c o m o t i o n ,  o r  b o t h .  O r t h o t i c  p r a c t i c e  i n c l u d e s  p e r i o d i c  

9 e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  t o  a s s e s s  i t s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  

10 p a t i e n t ' s  t i s s u e  a n d  a s s u r e  p r o p e r  f i t  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

11 o r t h o t i c  d e v i c e .  

12 " ( 8 )  ( 9 )  ORT H OTIC SUPPLIE R.  A  pe r son  r eg i s t e r ed  w i th  

13 t h e  b o a r d  w h o  i s  e m p l o y e d  b y  o r  h a s  a  c o n t r a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

14 w i t h  a  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  o r t h o s e s  o r  o r t h o s i s  c o m p o n e n t s  a n d  w h o  

15 h a s  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  b o a r d .  

16 " ( 9 )  ( 1 0 )  ORTHOTIST. A person licensed to practice 

17 o r t h o t i c s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  

18 " ( 1 0 )  ( 1 1 )  ORTHOTIST ASSISTANT. A person l icensed 

19 u n d e r  t e r m s  t o  b e  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .  

2 0 " ( 1 2 )  PEDORTHIC DEVICE.  Custom therapeut ic  shoes,

21 d i a b e t i c  s h o e s  i f  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  h e a l t h  c a r e  

22 p r a c t i t i o n e r  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p a r t i a l  o r  c o m p l e t e  

23 a m p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o o t ,  f o o t  u l c e r a t i o n ,  p r e - u l c e r a t i v e  

24 callous, or foot deformity, shoe modifications made for 

25 therapeutic purposes, partial foot prostheses, and foot 

2 6 o r t h o s e s  a n d  o r t h o s e s  f o r  u s e  f r o m  t h e  k n e e  a n d  b e l o w  u s e d  f o r

2 7 t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o r  a l l e v i a t i o n ,  o r  b o t h ,  o f  a  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  h a s

 37



Proposed Legislation: HB48 

1 its origin in the foot. A pedorthic device addresses a medical 

2 condition of the foot below the ankle and is prescribed by an 

3 authorized health care practitioner. 

4 " ( 1 3 )  PEDORTHICS. The design, manufacture,

5 modification, and/or fit of custom shoes, orthoses, and 

6 pedorthic devices to prevent or alleviate foot problems caused 

7 by disease, congenital defect, overuse, or injury. 

8 " ( 1 4 )  PEDORTHIST. A person who is licensed to

9 practice pedorthics under this chapter.

10 " ( 1 1 )   ( 1 5 )  PHYSICAL THERAPIST/PHYSICAL THERAPIST 

11 ASSISTANT/PHYSICAL THERAPIST TECHNICIAN. A person who is 

12 licensed to practice as defined in Section 34-24-191. 

13 " ( 1 2 )  ( 1 6 )  PHYSICIAN. A person who is a doctor of 

14 medicine or a doctor of osteopathy licensed to practice. 

15 " ( 1 3 )  ( 1 7 )  PODIATRIST. A person licensed or 

16 authorized to practice podiatry pursuant to Article 6 of 

17 Chapter 24.  

18 " ( 1 4 )  ( 1 8 )  PROSTHESIS. A definitive artificial limb 

19 that is alignable or articulated or, in lower extremity 

20 applications, capable of bearing weight. Prosthesis means an 

21 artificial medical device that is not surgically implanted and 

22 that is used to replace a missing limb, appendage, or other 

23 external human body part and that includes an artificial limb, 

24 hand, or foot. The term does not include artificial eyes, 

25 ears, dental appliances, ostomy products, devices such as 

26 artificial breasts or eyelashes, wigs, or other devices as 
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1 determined by the board that do not have a significant impact 

2 on the musculoskeletal functions of the body. 

3 " ( 1 5 )  ( 1 9 )  PROSTHETICS. The science and practice of 

4 evaluating, measuring, designing, fabricating, assembling, 

5 fitting, aligning, adjusting, or servicing, as well as 

6 providing the initial education necessary to accomplish the 

7 wearing and use of a prosthesis, through the replacement of 

8 external parts of a human body lost due to amputation or 

9 congenital deformities or absences. The practice of 

10 prosthetics also includes the generation of an image, form, or 

11 mold that replicates the patient's body or body segment and 

12 that requires rectification of dimensions, contours, and 

13 volumes for use in the design and fabrication of a socket to 

14 accept a residual limb to create an artificial appendage that 

15 is designed either to support body weight or to improve or 

16 restore function or cosmesis, or both. Involved in the 

17 practice of prosthetics is observational gait analysis and 

18 clinical assessment of the requirements necessary to refine 

19 and mechanically fix the relative position of various parts of 

20 the prosthesis to maximize the function, stability, and safety 

21 of the patient. The practice of prosthetics includes 

22 evaluation, consultation, and providing continuing patient 

23 care in order to assess the effect of the prosthetic device on 

24 the patient's tissues and to assure proper fit and function of 

25 the prosthetic device. 

26 " (16) ( 2 0 )  PROSTHETIST. A person who is licensed to 

27 practice prosthetics under this chapter. 
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1 " ( 1 7 )  ( 2 1 )  PROSTHETIST ASSISTANT. A person licensed 

2 under terms to be defined by the board. 

3 " ( 1 8 )  ( 2 2 )  PROSTHETIST/ORTHOTIST. A person licensed 

4 to practice prosthetics and orthotics under this chapter. 

5 " ( 2 3 )  QUALIFIED PRACTITIONER. An authorized health

6 care practitioner or health care professional who is 

7 specifically trained or educated to provide or manage the 

8 provision of custom-designed, fabricated, modified, and fitted  

9 prostheses, orthoses, or pedorthics, and is certified by the  

10 American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics,  

11 Incorporated, or the Board of Orthotic Certification, or both,  

12 to dispense prosthetic, orthotic, or pedorthic devices, is  

13 specifically trained or educated to provide and manage the  

14 provision of—custom-designed,—fabricated,—modified,—and—fitted 

15 pedorthics,—and is—certified by the Board—for—Certification in 

16 Pedorthics to dispense pedorthic devices. 

17 "§34-25A-5. 

18 "( a )  Except as provided in subsection ( g )  or ( h ) , no 

19 person shall administer prosthetic or, orthotic, or pedorthic 

20 care in this state unless licensed or registered to do so in 

21 accordance with this chapter. The board shall issue approved 

22 forms for application prior to January 1, 2 0 0 3 .  

23 "( b )  In order to obtain a license as a prosthetist, 

24 orthotist, pedorthist, or prosthetist/orthotist in this state, 

25 an applicant must do the following: 

26 " ( 1 )  File a written application on forms to be 

27 developed and approved by the board. The applicant must meet 
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1 at least one of the following requirements after a one-year 

2 grandfather period: 

3 " a .  The applicant must possess a baccalaureate 

4 degree in orthotics and prosthetics from a college or 

5 university accredited by a regional accrediting agency and 

6 complete 1 , 9 0 0  hours per discipline sought of directed 

7 employment under the supervision of a certified/licensed 

8 prosthetist, a certified/licensed orthotist or a 

9 certified/licensed prosthetist/orthotist in an accredited 

10 facility, and be certified as a prosthetist, orthotist, or 

11 prosthetist/orthotist by a nationally recognized certifying 

12 board in orthotics and prosthetics accredited by the National 

13 Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), or such other 

14 national agency as approved by the board, in the discipline or 

15 disciplines for which the application is made. 

16 "b. The applicant must possess a baccalaureate 

17 degree from a regionally accredited college or university and 

18 have successfully completed a post-baccalaureate certificate 

19 course approved by the board and completed 1 , 9 0 0  hours of 

20 directed employment per discipline in which license is sought 

21 under the supervision of a certified/licensed prosthetist, a 

22 certified/licensed orthotist, or a certified/licensed 

23 prosthetist/orthotist in an accredited facility, and be 

24 certified by a nationally recognized certifying board in 

25 prosthetics or orthotics accredited by the National Commission 

26 for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), or such other national agency 
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1 a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ,  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  d i s c i p l i n e s  f o r  

2 w h i ch  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  m ad e .  

3 " c .  The  appl i can t  must  possess  an  associa tes  degree  

4 f r o m  a  r e g i o n a l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  j u n i o r  

5 c o l l e g e ,  o r  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  a n d  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  

6 p o s t s e c o n d a r y  c o u r s e w o r k  i n  a n a t o m y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  p h y s i c s ,  

7 b i o l o g y ,  c h e m i s t r y ,  a l g e b r a ,  a n d  c a l c u l u s  a n d  h a v e  w o r k e d  

8 u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  c e r t i f i e d / l i c e n s e d  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  a  

9 c e r t i f i e d / l i c e n s e d  o r t h o t i s t ,  o r  a  c e r t i f i e d / l i c e n s e d  

10 p r o s t h e t i s t / o r t h o t i s t  f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  

11 o f  t h e  p a s t  s i x  y e a r s  i n  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d  b e  

12 c e r t i f i e d  b y  a  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  c e r t i f y i n g  b o a r d  i n  

13 p r o s t h e t i c s  o r  o r t h o t i c s  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  

14 f o r  C e r t i f y i n g  A g e n c i e s  ( N C C A ) ,  o r  s u c h  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  

15 a s  m a y  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .  

16 " d .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  

17 p o s t s e c o n d a r y  c o u r s e w o r k  i n  a n a t o m y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  p h y s i c s ,  

18 b i o l o g y ,  c h e m i s t r y ,  a l g e b r a ,  a n d  c a l c u l u s  a n d  h a v e  w o r k e d  

19 u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a  c e r t i f i e d / l i c e n s e d  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  a  

20 c e r t i f i e d / l i c e n s e d  o r t h o t i s t ,  o r  a  c e r t i f i e d / l i c e n s e d  

21 p r o s t h e t i s t / o r t h o t i s t  f o r  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  

22 l a s t  1 2  y e a r s  a n d  b e  c e r t i f i e d  a s  a  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  o r t h o t i s t ,  o r  

23 p r o s t h e t i s t / o r t h o t i s t  b y  a  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  b o a r d  

24 a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  C e r t i f y i n g  A g e n c i e s  

25 ( N C C A ) ,  o r  s u c h  n a t i o n a l  a g e n c y  a s  m a y  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  

26 b o a r d ,  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  d i s c i p l i n e s  f o r  w h i c h  a p p l i c a t i o n  

2 7 is made. 
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1 " ( 2 )  Any  app l i can t  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  y ea r  fo l lo wing 

2 t h e  b o a r d ' s  i s s u a n c e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  n o t  m e e t i n g  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  

3 c o n d i t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  a n  

4 e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  p r i o r  t o  r e c e i v i n g  a  

5 l i c e n s e  a s  a  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  a n  o r t h o t i s t ,  o r  a  

6 p r o s t h e t i s t / o r t h o t i s t .  

7 " ( 3 )  An appl icant  f a i l ing  to  achieve  a  requi red 

8 p a s s i n g  g r a d e  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  f i r s t  e x a m i n a t i o n  m a y  r e a p p l y ,  

9 u p o n  r e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  a s  s e t  b y  t h e  b o a r d .  

10 A p p l i c a n t s  m a y  t a k e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  t i m e s  

11 i n  f o u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  

12 f o r  l i c e n s u r e  a n d  u p o n  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  f e e  i n  e a c h  

13 ins tance .  

14 " ( c )  I n  o rd e r  t o  o b t a in  a  l i c e n s e  a s  a  p e d o r th i s t  i n

15 t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  d o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

16 " ( 1 )  F i l e  a  wr i t t en  app l ica t ion  on  fo rms to  be

17 d e v e l o p e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .  A p p l i c a n t s ,  a f t e r  a  

18 o n e - y e a r  g r a n d f a t h e r  p e r i o d ,  m u s t  b e  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  a s  a  

19 c e r t i f i e d  p e d o r t h i s t  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  
2 0 Pedor th i c s .

21 " ( 2 )  Dur ing  a  one-year  grandfa ther  per iod ,  an

22 a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  m e e t  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s :

23 " a .  P o s s e s s  cu r r en t  c r ed e n t i a l s  a s  a  c e r t i f i ed

24 pedorthist in good standing with the Board for Certification 

25 in Pedorthics. 

2 6 " b .  P r o v i d e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f

2 7 p e d o r t h i c s  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  o f  t h e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  o n  f o r m s
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1 provided by the board and attested to by persons designated by 

2 the board. 

3 "( c )  ( d )  In order to obtain registration as an 

4 orthotic supplier, an applicant must do the following: 

5 " ( 1 )  File a written application on forms to be 

6 developed and approved by the board. Such forms shall require 

7 personal information such as full name, current address, 

8 educational status and history, and work history for the last 

9 five years of employment. 

10 " ( 2 )  The application forms shall be accompanied, 

11 when submitted, by attestation of employment by or contractual 

12 relationship with a manufacturer of orthoses or orthosis 

13 components whether registered with the United States Food and 

14 Drug Administration or not. Attestation shall be by notarized 

15 statement signed by the president, chief operating officer, or 

16 other designated corporate official of the employing company. 

17 "( d )  ( e )  The board shall grant a license without an 

18 examination for those qualified applicants who apply within 

19 one year of the issuance of application forms by the board. 

20 For purposes of this subsection, qualified applicants are 

21 those which meet either of the following requirements: 

22 " ( 1 )  The applicant shall possess current credentials 

23 as a Certified Prosthetist, Certified Orthotist, or Certified 

24 Prosthetist/Orthotist issued by the American Board for 

25 Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, Incorporated, or 

26 the Board for Orthotist/Prosthetist Certification as a 

27 prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist. 
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1 " ( 2 )  The applicant has practiced full time as a 

2 prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist for five of 

3 the six years prior to July 1, 2002, and has provided 

4 comprehensive prosthetic, orthotic, or prosthetic/orthotic 

5 care, as defined by the board in a facility that meets the 

6 requirements of the board for accreditation. 

7 "( e )  (f) The board may issue a 12-month temporary 

8 license as a prosthetist, an orthotist, a pedorthist, or a 

9 prosthetist/orthotist to persons who have applied for 

10 licensure and are awaiting examination. The temporary license 

11 is renewable once for a six month period if the applicant 

12 fails to pass the examination at the first sitting. 

13 "(f) ( g )  The board shall grant a license as a 

14 prosthetist, an orthotist, or a prosthetist/orthotist, or 

15 pedorthist to an applicant in possession of a current license 

16 as a prosthetist, orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist, or 

17 pedorthist in another state or territory of the United States 

18 without examination if the board determines that the 

19 credentialing standards set by the other state or territory 

20 are substantially equivalent to the standards set by the board 

21 for this state. 

22 "( g )  ( h )  No person may represent himself or herself 

23 as a licensed prosthetist, licensed orthotist, or licensed 

24 prosthetist/orthotist, or licensed pedorthist, use a title or 

25 description of services, or engage in the practice of 

26 prosthetics or, orthotics, or pedorthics without applying for 

27 licensure, meeting the required qualifications, and being 
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1 l i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  e x e m p t e d  b y  t h i s  

2 c h a p t e r .  A  p e r s o n  n o t  l i c e n s e d  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  m a y  n o t  

3 r e p r e s e n t  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  a s  b e i n g  s o  l i c e n s e d  a n d  m a y  n o t  

4 u s e ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  o r  h e r  n a m e ,  t h e  w o r d s  l i c e n s e d  

5 o r t h o t i s t ,  o r t h o t i s t ,  l i c e n s e d  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  

6 l i c e n s e d  p r o s t h e t i s t / o r t h o t i s t ,  l i c e n s e d  p e d o r t h i s t ,  

7 prosthetist/orthotist, pedorthist, or letters " L . O . , "  " L . P . , "  

8 " L . P . O . , "  " L . O . A . , "  "LPed," " L . P . A . , "  or " L . P . O . A . , "  or  other 

9 l e t t e r s ,  w o r d s ,  s i g n s ,  n u m b e r s ,  o r  i n s i g n i a  i n d i c a t i n g  o r  

10 i m p l y i n g  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  i s  e i t h e r  a  l i c e n s e d  p r o s t h e t i s t ,  a  

11 l i c e n s e d  o r t h o t i s t ,  o r  a  l i c e n s e d  p r o s t h e t i s t / o r t h o t i s t ,  o r  

12 l i c e n s e d  p e d o r t h i s t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  

13 h a v i n g  a  v a l i d  l i c e n s e .  T h e  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  b e  p o s t e d  i n  a  

14 c o n s p i c u o u s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  w o r k  s i t e .  

15 "( h )  ( i )  A l icensed prosthet i s t ,  l icensed or tho t i s t ,

16 o r  l i c e n s e d  p e d o r t h i s t  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  q u a l i f i e d  

17 pract i t ioner within  the meaning of  Sect ion 1834 ( h )  ( 1 )  ( F )  

18 ( i i i )  ( 1 1 )  of the Social Security Act, 42 U . S . C .  §1395m ( h )

19 ( 1 )  ( F )  ( i i i )  ( 1 1 ) ,  and any regulations promulgated pursuant 
2 0 t o  t h a t  s e c t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  q u a l i f i e d

21 p r a c t i t i o n e r  u n d e r  M e d i c a r e  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  p a y m e n t  f o r  

22 p r o s t h e t i c  d e v i c e s  a n d  o r t h o t i c s  a n d  p r o s t h e t i c s .  

23 ( j )  N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  

24 prohibit or restrict the following: 

25 " ( 1 )  The practice of prosthetics or, orthotics, or

26 pedorthics by individuals authorized and performing services 

27 within their authorized scopes of practice as adopted by the 
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1 State of Alabama Legislature including, but not limited to, 

2 authorized health care practitioners, doctors of podiatry, 

3 chiropractors, physical therapists, and occupational 

4 therapists licensed in this state. 

5 " ( 2 )  The practice of prosthetics or, orthotics, or

6 pedorthics by an individual employed by, or in the service of 

7 the government of the United States of America while engaged 

8 in the performance of duties prescribed by the laws of the 

9 United States of America. 

10 " ( 3 )  The practice of prosthetics or, orthotics, or

11 pedorthics by any person not licensed as a prosthetist, 

12 orthotist, or prosthetist/orthotist, or pedorthist in 

13 accordance with this chapter who is employed in a diagnostic 

14 laboratory, hospital, rehabilitation facility, or authorized 

15 health care practitioner's office or as a medical lab 

16 technician or technologist whose function is to administer 

17 treatment or perform diagnostic procedures confined to that 

18 laboratory or office under the direction of an authorized 

19 health care practitioner. 

20 " ( 4 )  The practice of prosthetics or, orthotics, or

21 pedorthics by a person who is a regular or full-time student 

22 in a prosthetic or orthotic educational program approved by 

23 the board, and whose designated status is student or trainee. 

24 " ( 5 )  A person fulfilling the supervised residency or 

25 internship experience requirements described in this chapter. 

26 " ( 6 )  A person who meets the qualifications listed in 

27 paragraphs a, b, c, and d of subdivision ( 1 )  of subsection ( b )  
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1 from performing prosthetic or, orthotic, or pedorthic services 

2 in this state, provided the services are not performed for 

3 more than 60 days per 12-month period, after notification to 

4 the board." 

5 "§34-25A-8. 

6 "( a )  The Alabama State Board of Prosthetists and 

7 Orthotists is created to administer this chapter and shall be 

8 composed of 11 10 members as provided in this section who 

9 shall be compensated at the rate of one hundred dollars ( $ 1 0 0 )  

10 per day plus travel expenses for each day they perform their 

11 duties. The board membership shall reflect the racial, gender, 

12 geographic, urban and rural, and economic diversity of the 

13 state. The Attorney General of the state shall act as legal 

14 advisor of the board and shall render such legal assistance as 

15 may be necessary in carrying out the provisions of this 

16 chapter. 

17 "( b )  The board shall consist of six seven persons 

18 who are members of the Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic 

19 Association and licensed or eligible for licensure pursuant to 

20 this chapter as an orthotist, a prosthetist, or a 

21 prosthetist/orthotist, or pedorthist selected from a list of 

22 10 applicants presented by the Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic 

23 Association. There shall be one private citizen who is a 

24 consumer of orthotic or, prosthetic, or pedorthic services in 

25 the State of Alabama, one —licensed chiropractor, —one 

2 6 representative o f— the National— Orthotics Manufacturers

27 Association, one podiatrist whose application shall be 
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1 presented directly to the Speaker of the House of 

2 Representatives, and one physician licensed to practice in the 

3 State of Alabama, whose application for appointment shall be 

4 presented directly to the Governor. 

5 " ( c )  Members shall be appointed as follows: 

6 " ( 1 )  Four by the Governor of the State of Alabama, 

7 one of whom shall be certified by the American Board for 

8 Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, I n c . ,  one of whom 

9 shall be certified by the Board of Orthotic Certification; one 

10 of whom shall be a private citizen of the State of Alabama who 

11 is a consumer of orthotic or prosthetic services; and one of 

12 whom shall be a physician licensed to practice in the State of 

13 Alabama. 

14 " ( 2 )  Three by the Lieutenant Governor of the State 

15 of Alabama, two of whom shall be certified by the American 

16 Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, I n c . ,  

17 and one of whom shall be certified by the Board of Orthotic 

18 Certif ication.  

19 " ( 3 )   Three One by the Speaker of the House of 

20 Representatives of the State of Alabama, one of whom is a 

21 licensed chiropractor from the list presented by the Alabama 

22 State Chiropractic Association, one of whom is a registered 

23 orthotics supplier who is a representative of the National 

24 Orthotics Manufacturers Association from a list which may be 

25 submitted by the association, and one of whom who is a 

26 licensed podiatrist. 
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1 " ( 4 )  One Two by the President Pro Tempore of the 

2 Senate of the State of Alabama, one who is certified by the 

3 Board of Orthotic Certification, and two who —are   one who is 

4 certified by the Board for Certification in Pedorthics from 

5 the list presented by the Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic 

6 Association. 

7 "( d )  All initial appointments to the board shall be 

8 made no later than 60 days after July 1, 2002, and additional 

9 appointments made pursuant to the act adding this amendatory 

10 language shall be made within 60 days after the effective date 

11 of such act. 

12 " ( e )  The Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic Association 

13 shall submit its list of nominees for initial appointments to 

14 the Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 

15 the President Pro Tempore of the Senate no later than 15 days 

16 after July 1, 2002. Applications from private citizens who are 

17 consumers of orthotic or prosthetic care and from authorized 

18 health care practitioners must be submitted to the appointing 

19 authorities within 30 days of July 1, 2 0 0 2 . "  

20 "§34-25A-12. 

21 "The board shall promulgate rules and regulations 

22 for all licensure fees, registration fees, and accreditation 

23 fees. The application fee for licensure as an orthotist, 

24 prosthetist, orthotist assistant, prosthetist assistant, or  

25 prosthetist/orthotist, or pedorthist shall not exceed two 

26 hundred fifty dollars ( $ 2 5 0 )  and the application fee for 

27 registration as an orthotic supplier shall not exceed one 
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1 hundred fifty dollars ( $ 1 5 0 ) . The application fee for 

2 accreditation shall not exceed three hundred fifty dollars 

3 ( $ 3 5 0 )  per facility. The licensure fee shall not exceed nine 

4 hundred fifty dollars ( $ 9 5 0 )  per discipline per term of 

5 license. The accreditation fee shall not exceed nine hundred 

6 fifty dollars ( $ 9 5 0 )  per term for each accredited facility. 

7 Registration fees shall not exceed three hundred fifty dollars 

8 ( $ 3 5 0 )  per term of registration or renewal, and all other 

9 associated assistant fees shall not exceed five hundred 

10 dollars ($500)  per term of license." 

11 Section 2. This act shall become effective 

12 immediately following its passage and approval by the 

13 Governor, or its otherwise becoming law 
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BOARD RESPONSES TO SIGNIFICANT ITEMS 
 

SIGNIFICANT ITEMS  

1. Fees charged by the board are not within the limits prescribed by law – The Code 
of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 names and sets limits on fees that can be 
charged for licensure of orthotists and prosthetists and their assistants, registration of 
orthotic suppliers, and accreditation of facilities. When fees are so named within the 
law, the board is prevented from charging additional fees or fees that differ from the 
amounts prescribed by law.  

The following fees charged by the board are not within statutory limits:  

Fees for Assistants  
• Assistants renewal application process fee (charged at each renewal)- The Code of 

Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 names an application fee (singular) that can be 
charged to assistants and caps it at $250. Statutes describe fees that can be 
charged year to year as “per term” fees. Application fees are not so described. 
Consequently, an application fee is not a “per term” fee and can be charged only 
upon initial application for license. By adopting a license renewal form which 
charges an additional application process fee at each renewal of license, the board 
has exceeded its statutory authority.  

Fees for Orthotic Suppliers  
• Supplier application fee (charged at each renewal) – The Code of Alabama 1975, 

Section 34-25A-12 names an application fee (singular) that can be charged to 
those registering as orthotic suppliers and caps it at $150. Statutes describe fees 
that can be charged year each year as “per term” fees. Application fees are not so 
described. Consequently, an application fee is not a “per term” fee and can be 
charged only upon initial application for registration. By adopting a license 
renewal form which charges an additional application process fee at each renewal 
of registration, the board has exceeded its statutory authority.  

• Supplier late renewal fee – The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 
provides for registration fees (plural) not to exceed $350. By this authority, the 
board could establish a registration fee and an additional late registration renewal 
fee, so long as the total of the registration fee and the late renewal fee do not 
exceed $350. However, the board has adopted administrative rule 740-x-2-.03, 
which sets the registration fee at the statutory maximum of $350, leaving no 
authority to charge any additional registration fee. Since there is no separate 
authority in the law to charge a late registration fee, the board has exceeded its 
statutory authority by adopting administrative rule 740-x-2-.03 which provides for 
an additional registration fee consisting of a late renewal fee of up to $300, which 
if charged, would exceed the statutory limit by $300.  



 
Fees for Prosthetists and Orthotists  

• Prosthetists and orthotists application fee (charged at each renewal)– The Code of 
Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 names an application fee (singular) that can be 
charged to prosthetists or orthotists or prosthetist/orthotists and caps it at $250.  

 Statutes describe fees that can be charged year to year as “per term” fees. 
Application fees are not so described. Consequently, an application fee is not a 
“per term” fee and can be charged only upon initial application for license. By 
adopting a license renewal form, which charges an additional application process 
fee at each renewal of license, the board has exceeded its statutory authority.  

• Prosthetists and orthotists dual discipline license fee – The Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-12 provides for a license fee (singular) not to exceed $950 per 
discipline per term of license. This language requires the board to set one fee per 
discipline and to charge it in all circumstances. By adopting its administrative rule 
740-x-2-.03, which provides for a fee of $500 for a person licensed in a single 
discipline and $800 ($400 per discipline) for a person licensed in both disciplines, 
the board has exceeded its statutory authority by charging a different fee per 
discipline to those who are licensed in both disciplines.  

• Prosthetists and orthotists late license renewal fee - The Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-12 provides for a license fee (singular) not to exceed $950 per 
discipline per term of license. This language requires the board to set one fee per 
discipline and to apply it in all circumstances. The board has adopted 
administrative rule 740-x-2-.03, setting the fee at $500 per discipline. The rule 
also provides for an additional a late license renewal fee of $100 per month not to 
exceed $300. Since there is no authority to add a late renewal fee as an additional 
license fee and there is no separate authority in the law for late license renewal 
fee, the board has acted beyond its statutory authority by charging a late renewal 
fee.  

Fees for Accreditation of Facilities  
• Accreditation renewal application fee (charged at each renewal) – The Code of 

Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 provides for an accreditation application fee 
(singular) of not more than $350 per facility. Statutes describe fees that can be 
charged year to year as “per term” fees. Application fees are not so described. 
Consequently, an application fee is not a “per term” fee and can be charged only 
upon initial application for accreditation. By adopting a license renewal form, 
which charges an additional application process fee at each renewal of 
accreditation, the board has exceeded its statutory authority.  

• Accreditation late renewal fee – The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-12 
provides for an accreditation fee (singular) not to exceed $950 per term for each 
accredited facility. This language authorizes the board to set one accreditation fee 
to be applied in all circumstances. The board has adopted administrative rule 740-
x-6-.03, setting the fee at $250. The rule also sets a late accreditation renewal fee 
of $100 per month not to exceed $300 in its administrative rule. Since there is no 
authority in the law to add a late renewal fee as an additional license fee and there 
is no separate authority in the law for late accreditation renewal fee, the board has 
acted beyond its statutory authority by charging a late renewal fee.  



 
RESPONSE -  Changes are being made to ensure that the Board no longer charges 
an application fee for renewal of any category and late renewal fees will no longer be 
charged and were suspended immediately upon advice of the Examiners of Public 
Accounts.  As well, a change to the fee for dual disciplines will be presented at the 
next Board meeting in order to comply with the law. 

2. The staggering scheme for appointment of members of the Board does not 
conform to the law. No consumer member has been appointed – The Code of 
Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-9(a) requires that initial appointments to board be 
staggered such that two members are appointed for one year, and three members are 
appointed for three years. Contrary to the requirements of law, initial appointments to 
the board include six (rather than three) members appointed to terms of three years 
and none (rather than two) members appointed to terms of one year. The Attorney 
General opined to the Board of Chiropractic Examiners (95-169) that the staggering 
scheme for appointment of board members embodied in the law must be adhered to.  

Also, no consumer member has been appointed. Section 34-25A-8 provides that one 
member shall be a private citizen who is a consumer of orthotic or prosthetic services 
in Alabama.  

RESPONSE – The Board has been in contact with the Governor’s office to advise 
them they need to appoint a consumer to the Alabama State board of Prosthetists and 
Orthotists.  In addition, letters have been sent to all the appointing authorities 
informing them of their duty to the Alabama State Board of Prosthetists and 
Orthotists (letter have been attached).  The board informed the authorities of which 
positions they are responsible for and the termination dates for the current 
appointments.  Furthermore, the Board has been in contact with Alabama Orthotics 
and Prosthetists Association as well as the Medical Association requesting they send 
a list of nominees to the appointing authorities as prescribed in Section 34-25A-1-14. 

3. The practice of pedorthics appears to fall within the board’s regulatory 
jurisdiction. Though not specifically exempted by law (Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-5(h)), the practice of pedorthics is not being regulated or licensed 
by board – The practice of pedorthics is generally understood to mean working with 
patients and their footwear to achieve conformity with a doctor's prescription for 
footwear as part of the patient's treatment. Pedorthics is defined as the design, 
manufacture, modification and/or fit of footwear, including shoes, orthoses and foot 
devices, to prevent or alleviate foot problems caused by disease, congenital defect, 
overuse or injury. 

1 
 

The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-3(7) defines orthotics as:  
The science and practice of evaluating, measuring, designing, fabricating, 
assembling, fitting, adjusting, or servicing, as well as providing the initial 
training necessary to accomplish the fitting of, an orthosis for the support, 
correction, or alleviation of neuromuscular or musculoskeletal dysfunction, 
disease, injury, or deformity. The practice of orthotics encompasses 



evaluations and consultation and continuing care, with basic observational gait 
and posture analysis. Orthotists assess the need for and measure, design, 
manufacture, and fit orthoses to maximize function and provide not only the 
support but the alignment necessary to either prevent or correct deformity or 
to improve the safety and efficiency of mobility or locomotion, or both. 
Orthotic practice includes periodic evaluation and consultation to assess its 
effect on the patient's tissue and assure proper fit and function of the orthotic 
device.  

Pedorthics appears to be a specialty of orthotics. Orthotics is a board licensed and 
regulated practice. Legislation to specifically include pedorthics within the 
regulatory jurisdiction of the board was introduced in the 2005 legislative session 
(see item 7).  

 
1 

 Board for Certification in Pedorthics (BCP), an independent certification body that 
sets pedorthic standards. (www.cpeds.org ). 

 
RESPONSE – The board has had legislation pending in the 2004 and 2005 regular 
legislative session to specifically include pedorthotists in the Act.  However, the 
Board was under the impression that they did not have the authority to license these 
individuals without specific inclusion in the law.  The Board is making arrangements 
to bring these individuals under Section 34-25A-1-14 immediately. 

 
4. Continuing education rules established by the board do not require licensees to 

meet annual requirements mandated in the law – The Code of Alabama 1975, 
Section 34-25A-7(1) requires that the board establish and publish continuing 
education requirements such that a single-discipline licensee is required to complete 
15 hours of continuing education and a dual-disciplined licensee is required to 
complete 20 hours of continuing education in each year of a license renewal period. 
The board by administrative rule 746-X-2-.07 requires completion of two hours of 
continuing education annually and an aggregate of 75 hours for single-discipline 
licensees and 100 hours for dual discipline licensees in each five-year period.  

 
RESPONSE – Revised continuing education rules were submitted to the 
Administrative Monthly on March 11, 2005 and were published in the March issue.  
The rules are on the agenda to be certified by the Board at their July 23rd meeting.  
The revised rules require yearly continuing education as prescribed in the law.  A 
mailout is being done to ensure that all is being done to ensure that all licensees know 
of the change. 

5. The board does not yet have procedures in place to ensure that accredited 
facilities meet the requirements of a nationally recognized certifying board in 
orthotics and prosthetics. –The Code of Alabama 1975, Section 34-25A-3(1) 
requires that orthotic and prosthetic facilities meet the requirements of a nationally 
recognized certifying board in prosthetics and orthotics and by July 2004, to become 
accredited by the Alabama Board of Prosthetists and Orthotists. The board 



promulgated administrative rule 746-X-6 to establish standards for accreditation of 
facilities. However the application and accreditation processes do not include 
production of documents showing that the required standards were achieved, and the 
board does not conduct facility inspection as part of the accreditation process. 
Prosthetic or orthotic facilities are not required to be nationally certified but must 
meet the requirements for certification.  

RESPONSE – The application for Accreditation of Orthotic and/or Prosthetic 
Facilities has been amended in order to garner more information on each facility to 
insure that the facility meets the requirements of a nationally recognized certifying 
board in orthotics and prosthetics.  The application now requestw a 
Medicare/Medicaid Provider Number and general liability, malpractice, product 
liability insurance carrier (with a copy of the certificate of insurance).  It also requests 
a copy of accreditation if the facility is accredited with a national organization.  A slot 
for each satellite office was also added.  This will allow documentation of all those 
working in each office.  Finally, a section on patient areas and laboratory areas was 
also added.  This will allow us to have on record certain requirements for 
accreditation.  The application does require a sworn signature. 

6. Uniform Disciplinary Act – The Code of Alabama 1975, 34-25A-7(3) requires that 
proceedings for the denial or revocation of licensure based upon findings of 
unprofessional conduct or impairment shall be governed by the Uniform Disciplinary 
Act.  Alabama does not have a uniform disciplinary act. 

RESPONSE – This was part of our “model” legislation and was inadvertently kept in 
the language.  It can be amended out of the act. 

7. Proposed Legislation – House Bill 48 and Senate Bill 230 were introduced during 
the 2005 regular legislative session. As introduced, the bills sought to:  

 i) Subject pedorthists to the regulation and licensure requirements of the Code of 
Alabama 1975, 34-25A-1 et seq.  

 ii) Remove the chiropractor and the representative of the National Orthotics 
Manufacturers Association from the board membership.  

 iii) Increase from six to seven the number of the Alabama Prosthetic and Orthotic 
Association members on the board.  

Neither of the bills was enacted into law by the end of the legislative session. House 
Bill 48, favorably voted out of committee, is included in the appendices.  

RESPONSE – No response. 
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